
O GOD WHO GATHERS INTO ONE

Oftgr t i r res,  : rn  i lnn iyefsary,  or  dedicat ion,  or  a b i r thday,  or  some other  b ig ce lebrat ion has been an occasion

f6r 'a  speci . r l  h1, rnn o l  p iece of  music  to  be wr i t ten.  And,  long af ter  people can remember what  the occasion

w n s ,  g r e . r 1  h y n r n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  s u n g  a n d  t h a l ' s  t h e  w a y  i t  s h o u l d  b e .
'f 

his h1'nrn, O Goti ll ' ltct Gothe rs In tr.t One, was writte n to celebrate the 200th An niversary of A m erican lvlethod-

isnr ,  t )11,  l ikc  s9 nrany other  songs we s ing in  church,  can be enloyed and sung by people pra is ingGod in  ony

c h L r r c h .

Or Chr is lnr . rs  Fr .e,  in  
.1784,  

60 lay preachers met  wi th Thomas Coke and Francis  Asbury in  Bal t imore,  Nlary-

land.  Thc 1\vo r rcn were e lectec l ,  ordained and consecrated Bishops by th is  Chr is tmas Conference.  . lohn Wesley

l ta i l  senl  . r  l i t r r rgy and doctr ina l  s tatement  for  the occasion,  and The i \4ethodis t  Episcopal  Church in  Amer ica
r ,v . rs  fo lnra l lv  cstab l ished.

St . l rzr  er . r r  le ts  us s ing about  a l l  the people who have helped to make our  fa i th  s t rong -  people f rom al l  t imes

i r . r  h isrorv i r  ho h. rvc hc lped Lrs keep the fa i th .  Who do you th ink of  who has helped make you a bet ter
( l h r i s t i l n ?

Slanzi l  two le ' ts  us s ing aboul  the prophets f rom ancient  days who brought  us to  our  present  days,  fa i th fu l ly

nreser . r ' ing God's  r ,vord and law.  Which prophets and people of  o ld come into your  mind?

Sl l r rz l  three le ts  Lrs s ing about  our  present  days,  and helps us pray for  guidance as we seek our  Master 's  wi l l

l i r r  o L r r  l i v c s .  W h o  a r c  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  i n  y o u r  l i f e  t o d a y ?

\ \ ' h . r t  o t h c r  t ) r . r \  g s  c l ( )  \ ' o u  h a v c  t o  o f f e r  f o r  t l r e m ?

St lnz. r  i 'our  lc ts  us s ing about  exc i t ing,  unknown th ings to come. Who knows what  they are,  or  what  shal l  be?

Horv of ten c1o rve gct  to  s ing about  that? What  unknown th ings in  the future do you wonder about?

St . rnz. r  f  ivc  pr , r1s for  God to come, once again,  and uni te  a l l  peoples,  to  warm our  hear t  as John Wesley 's  hear t
\ \ . ls  s l f . r lgc ly  rv . r r rncd,  arrd s t i r  us in to new rev ivcd serv ice to God.  Ask your  min is ter  to  te l l  you about  the t ime
th. r I  jo l rn  Wcsl r : r "s  h( ' . l r t  wrs s t rangely  warmed at  Aldersgate.  Below I is t  the people you th ink about  who have
servcc l  ( ,  oc i  e \ceot ional l \ r  we l l .

M Y  H E R O E S  O F  I  H E  F A I T H

W l r a t  t h e y  d i d W h i c h  s t a n z a  o f  t h i s  h y m n  w o u l d
y o u  b e  s i n g i n g  w h e n  y o u  t h o u g h t
a b o u t  t h e m ?

D o c s  s i r r g i n g , r [ ) o L l t  ] , o L r r  t h a n k f u l n e s s  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  w o n d e r f u l  p e o p l e  g i v e  y o u  a  w a r m  f e e l i n g  i n s i d e ?

l n  l r h . r t  \ \ . t v s  d o e s  \ ' o L l ' o w n  c i r u r c h  c e l e b r a t e  i t s  a n n i v e r s a r i e s ,  o r  r e c o g n i z e  i t s  e a r l y  l e a d e r s ?

, \s  I  ou s ing th is  I r1 ,mrr ,  th ink about  those ear ly  heroes of  your  own church and honor  them through your
goocl  s ing int .
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